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DESCRIPTION
During the 1950's Tilson created a series of paintings, like Summer, which was inspired by the Italian
landscape in which he lived. He cleverly uses earthy tones of oranges and terracotta, which reflect the

dry and warm countryside of the Tuscan hills. Not only does his use of hot orange and bright blue evoke
a connection with this region, but his use of texture also conveys his engagement with the Italian

scenery. He uses earth and sand to give real depth and texture to this painting, which really conveys an
atmosphere of the the hot summer days of the Umbrian countrside. 

 
 

ARTIST'S BIOGRAPHY
Joe Tilson (b. 1928) studied at St Martin’s School of Art, London from 1949 to 1952 and at the Royal

College of Art, London from 1952 to 1955 where he received the Rome Prize, taking him to live in Italy
in 1955. He returned to London in 1957, and from 1958 to 1963 he taught at St Martin’s School of Art,

and subsequently at the Slade School of Fine Art, University College London, Kings College,
Newcastle upon Tyne, The School of Visual Arts, New York and the Hochschule fur Bildende Kunste,

Hamburg. 

Tilson’s first one-man shows were held at the Marlborough Gallery, London in 1962 and at the Walker
Art Gallery, Liverpool in 1963. His work first gained international exposure at the XXXII Venice

Biennale, leading to his first retrospective at the Boyman’s Museum, Rotterdam in 1964. Further
retrospective exhibitions were held at the Vancouver Art Gallery in 1979 and at the Arnolfini Gallery,
Bristol in 1984. He has continued to exhibit regularly in solo shows throughout the world and a major

retrospective, ‘Joe Tilson: Pop to Present’ was held at the Royal Academy of Arts, London. 

Among Tilson’s awards are the Gulbenkian Foundation Prize in 1960 and the Grand Prix d’Honneur,
Biennale of Ljubljana in 1996, the year in which he was invited to paint the banner for the Palio, Siena.

He was elected Royal Academician in 1991 and lives and works in London and Cortona, Tuscany.


